v                       THE RUSSIAN STATE                    165
European war may mean for a Western country dislocation of
trade, hundreds of mills and pits standing idle, vast masses
of unemployed, leading to distress, poverty and in the end
starvation ; for Russia it means little more than that the
peasants grow fat on the corn and food-stuSs which in
normal times they would have exported to the West.
Furthermore, her geographical and economic circumstances
render Russia ultimately invincible from the military point
of view, as Napoleon found to his cost in 1812. She has no
vital parts, such as France has in Paris or Germany has in
Silesia or Westphalia, upon which the life of the whole
State organism depends; she is like some vast multi-
cellular invertebrate animal which it is possible to wound
but not to destroy. Russia has much to gain from a great
European war and hardly anything to lose.
At first sight, therefore, there seems to be a great deal
in favour of the theory, somewhat widely held at the
moment, that to crush Germany and Austria will be to lay
Europe at the feet of Russia, and that when Germany has
been driven out of France and Belgium, the Allies in the
West might have to patch up a peace with her in order to
drive the Russians out of Germany. Behind this theory
lies the assumption that Russia is an aggressive military
state, inspired by the same ideals as have led Germany to
deluge the world with blood. This is an assumption which
is, I believe, absolutely unwarranted by anything in the
history or character of the nation.
Historically speaking, the Russian Empire is an ex-
tension of the old Roman Empire ; it is the direct heir of
the Eastern Roman Empire, which had its capital at Con-
stantinople, as the mediaeval "Holy Roman Empire,"
founded by Charlemagne in A.D. 800, was the heir of the
Western Roman Empire, which had its capital at Rome